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RE: -- LOCK CYLINDERS

     The lock cylinders are held in place in the door handles, rear deck handles, 
electrolocks and spare tire locks on 1932 Hudson and Essex cars by a snap lock. By turn-
ing the key to the unlocked position (right position of the electrolock) the snap lock 
comes in line with a small hole drilled in the lock cylinder chamber. This hole is on the 
underside of the door handle and the electrolock on the front of the deck handle shanks 
and the side of tire lock housing about one inch from
the key hole end.

     The snap lock can be pushed out of engagement by inserting a wire in the 
hole and pulling outward on the lock cylinder with the key held so that it binds in the key 
hole with the lock cylinder in the unlocked position.

     The key numbers are stamped on the lock cylinders and can be seen only 
when the cylinders are removed.

_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

D.S.2963

March 1, 1932.
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RE: -- BRAKE ADJUSTMENT

     We wish to call your attention to the Brake Service Instructions which have already been 
forwarded you.

  In following these instructions particular attention should be paid to adjusting the length of 
the brake cables. These cables will stretch less under operating loads than rods as formerly used so that it 
is essential that the cables be drawn taut before attaching to the cross shaft if equal brake action is to be 
obtained.

  In order to obtain a softer brake pedal action the cable hook-up has been changed in our 
production. Where this effect is desired in cars built prior to February 5, 1932, the same hook-up should 
be used, namely --

BRAKE PEDAL TO CROSS SHAFT CABLE: -
   Front end -- connect to lower hole in pedal.
   Rear end -- connect to center hole in cross shaft lever.

REAR BRAKE CABLE: -
   Front end -- connect to lower hole in upper end of cross shaft and levers.

FRONT BRAKE CABLE; —
   Rear end -- there is only one hole provided in the lower end of the cross shaft end  
    lever. This is the correct location on all 1932 Hudson and Essex cars.

  When a still softer pedal is desired the brake pedal to cross shaft cable (rear end) can be 
connected to the upper of the three holes in the cross shaft lever.

        If a clicking noise is experienced when brakes are applied it is evident that the shoes are not 
fully released by the spring pressure. This can probably be traced to dragging of the shoes on the backing 
plate locating bosses. A small amount of vaseline on these surfaces will relieve this binding and remove 
the noise if the shoes are properly adjusted according to the instructions already forwarded.       

   
_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

D.S.2065       

March 2, 1932.
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March 2, 1932

RE: LUBRICATION OF DOOR HINGES

 An oil reservoir is provided in the top of the male half of the door hinges of all 1932 
Hudson built bodies. By opening the door and inserting the spout of an oil can between the two 
halves of the hinge, oil can be supplied to the oil reservoir from which it will be fed to the hinge 
pin.

 The location of the oil reservoir is shown in the illustration below: --

D.S.2066



FORM 6627

H U D S O N - E S S E X
SERVICE BULLETIN

March 29, 1932

RE: -- AC SPARK PLUG TESTER

 We are attaching a leaflet descriptive of the new AC Spark Plug Tester, a 
device which quickly tests spark plugs under actual operating conditions and tells at a 
glance whether the plugs require cleaning, re-gapping or replacement.

 It is a valuable adjunct to your motor tuning department and will save an 
appreciable amount of time over methods in common use. The tester is nominally priced 
and is available through your regular source of supply in combination with spark plug 
assortments. Please refer to them for prices.

 Supplementing the brief instructions appearing on the reverse side of the 
leaflet please note -

Hudson Super-Power Dome - Position 3
Essex    Super-Power Dome - Position 3

_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

D.S.2071
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July 27, 1932

RE: - RADIATOR DRAIN PETCOCKS

 Under certain conditions it is possible for the handle on the radiator drain 
petcock on the Essex Terraplane to strike the engine side pans as the engine moves in the 
mountings. This contact will eventually turn the handle enough to permit water to be lost 
from the radiator.

 We therefore suggest that the petcock handles be shortened so that they do 
not extend below the lower end of the petcock body.

 When replacing the hose connections while performing service operations 
the tube carrying the petcock should be pushed up on the hose connections so that good 
clearance is maintained with the engine side pan.

D.S.2076
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August 10, 1932

RE: BENDIX STARTER DRIVES

  Effective with motor Number 12178, all Terraplane models are fitted with a 
new design Bendix starter drive (consisting of the gear, shaft and spring.) Through the 
cooperation of the Electric Auto-Lite Company of Toledo, Ohio, and affiliated service 
stations the standard drives used on the first Terraplane models will be replaced as fol-
lows:

 (A) If the car or the starting motor is delivered to their service station, the drive 
will be replaced at no charge for either material or labor.

 (B) Where the above procedure is not practical due to location of dealer, et cetera, 
then the Auto-Lite distributor will supply you with the new design drive for 
shipment to the dealer and will accept the old drive, when returned in its en-
tirety, for full credit. No labor allowance will apply on drives changed in this 
manner.

  It is to our mutual advantage to have the starter drives changed as rapidly as 
possible, and we suggest  - -

 1.    That you first concentrate on your demonstrators, cars
  delivered on which owners have voiced objection to the starter gear restriking 

the flywheel, and new cars in stock.

 2.    Arrange for the replacement of drives on all cars in owners' hands, at a time 
when their cars are in your service station for inspection or other work. 

  There will be no necessity of campaigning owners to bring their cars for this 
  specific purpose, and exchanges should preferably be made without unneces-

sarily disturbing the owner.

D.S.2077



FORM 6627

H U D S O N - E S S E X
SERVICE BULLETIN

August 9, 1932

ESSEX  TERRAPLANE SERVICE HINTS

CLUTCH PEDAL CLEARANCE. The clutch linkage should be adjusted so that the clutch pedal can be 
moved down from its normal disengaged position 1-1/2 inches before the clutch linkage is operated. This 
measurement should be taken by pulling the clutch pedal down from the toeboard and measuring 1-1/2 
inches from the toeboard down to the rubber biscuit. This clearance is adjusted by changing the position 
of the yoke on the clutch pedal to cross shaft lever rod. (See page 12 of Instruction Book.)

Should it be impossible to obtain this clearance in vacuum clutch equipped jobs without reducing the 
clearance between the vacuum clutch cross shaft lever and the frame X member to less than 3/16" when 
the clutch is disengaged, the clutch cross shaft assembly pedal rod and link assembly and control link 
should be replaced with the following parts, which are now in use in standard production:

41055 Clutch Cross Shaft and Bracket Assembly 
41057 Clutch Control Link
41064 Clutch Control Rod Assembly.

When installing these parts, check alignment of cross shaft inside lever and clutch throwout yoke lever to 
be sure that the endwise play of link 41057 is sufficient to absorb sidewise movement of the engine in the 
mountings.

When checking pedal clearance on vacuum clutch controlled jobs, check to see that the vacuum control 
cable does not strike the bleeder tube (small tube) when the clutch is disengaged by use of the foot pedal. 
If necessary, bend the pipe down until clearance is obtained.

IGNITION TIMING. The ignition timing is set in our production to a mark on the flywheel which is 3/4 
inch ahead of dead center position. This is done in anticipation of wear on the distributor arm block, 
which will retard the ignition.
You will find that with the standard head and Ethyl fuel you will be able to obtain best performance by 
setting the timing near the mark, which is 3/4 inch ahead of dead center; while with standard gas in a 
standard head and Ethyl gas in the Super Power Dome head it will be necessary to retard the spark nearer 
to the dead center position to prevent excessive detonation. All ignition timing setting should be checked 
by road test.

REAR WHEEL PULLER: Do not under any consideration use a "knock-out" type of wheel puller, or 
strike the end of the Essex Terraplane axle shaft with a hammer, as this throws an excessive load on the 
thrust spacer and differential gear pin. A suitable wheel puller can be obtained from Hinkley-Meyers 
Company, Jackson, Michigan, by ordering part #J-446. The list price of this part is 22.95.

WHEEL HUB CAP. It is recommended that a small quantity of grease be put on each of the hub cap 
retaining springs to prevent squeaks from a slight motion which may develop between the hub cap and 
the hub.



-2-

TIRE PRESSURE. The tire pressures recommended are 28 lbs. front and rear for average driving, 
and 36 lbs. front and rear for high speed driving. This recommendation supersedes the one carried 
in Instruction Books and on windshield stickers and will be found to be much more desirable 
from a standpoint of comfortable riding. Front tire pressures must be equal.

SPRING SHACKLE ADJUSTMENT & LUBRICATION. Tighten the front spring shackle bolt 
until the distance from the outside face of the shackle to the underside
of tension spring is 3/8 inch. This distance on the rear spring shackle should be 3/32 inch. A tight 
adjustment will restrict spring action, while loose adjustment will cause unsteadiness. The Hin-
kley-Meyers Company will very shortly be able to supply a gauge for checking this adjustment.

The shackle pins are hollow and act as reservoirs to give a continuous supply of lubricant to the 
bearing -surfaces. It is therefore essential that a fluid oil (not grease) be used. We recommend 
S.A.E. #110 gear oil in summer, and S.A.E. #90 gear oil in winter.

REMOVING IGNITION LOCK CYLINDER. Disconnect the battery wire which leads from the 
starting motor to the light switch before attempting to remove the ignition lock cylinder. By in-
serting a wire in the small hole at the edge of the lock cylinder and pressing down the plunger, 
then turning the key to the left from the "off" position, cylinder can be withdrawn.

HORN WIRE LOCATION. In order to relieve the ignition circuit of the comparatively heavy 
amperage drawn by the horn, it is recommended that the horn to ignition coil wire be shortened 
and reconnected from the horn to the terminal on the starting motor.

HEADLAMP CONNECTORS. When replacing headlamp connectors, be sure that the insulating 
sleeve completely covers the connector and any of the bare wire which may be exposed, to pre-
vent the possibility of a short circuit to the frame.

HEAT INDICATORS. When installing heat indicators on engines equipped with Super Power 
Dome heads, use only heat indicator #100490. It is essential that this indicator be installed to in-
sure sufficient length to prevent excess strain and possible breakage due to the flexing of the mo-
tor mountings. Heat indicator #100489, which has a shorter tube, is satisfactory for use only on 
engines equipped with standard cylinder heads; however all future shipments from Service Stock 
will include only the #100490 heat indicators.

ACCELERATOR SHAFT SPRING. By assembling part #41082 Anti-Rattle Spring to the bolts 
which hold the accelerator cross shaft brackets to the body dash so that they press the rod array 
from the dash, the possibility of a rattle due to excess radial clearance will be prevented. Two of 
these springs have been assembled on all Essex Terraplanes, beginning with serial #354774.

AIR CLEANERS. The internal construction of air cleaner has been revised to hold the parts more 
securely, and improved parts have been in use in our production since July 20. Units which have 
developed noise should be replaced.

D.S.2078



FORM 6627

H U D S O N - E S S E X
SERVICE BULLETIN

September 29, 1932

RE: REMOVAL AND APPLICATION OP TIRES

 Improper mounting of tires and tubes on the drop center type of wire wheel 
is often responsible for short tire life as well as unsteady operation, especially at the 
higher speeds. To insure satisfactory results, the following instructions and suggestions 
should be observed when changing tires:

 REMOVING TIRES: Removal and replacement of tires is best accom-
plished with wheel in position on car. Deflate tire, removing valve core and nut from 
stem. Turn wheel so valve stem will be at top.

 Push valve stem upward as far as it will go, press casing together at top and 
push downward, working both ways from valve until beads of the upper half of the casing 
rest in the rim well. Pull bottom of tire over wheel rim flange and remove.

 MOUNTING TIRES: First make sure that rim strip covering spoke heads 
is properly placed and in good condition. Inflate tube until it is just rounded out and insert 
in casing so that the valve stem will be exactly opposite the red dot on the outside of the 
casing.

 Place casing and tube on wheel with valve through valve stem hole and 
force beads together and downward into well, working both ways from the valve stem.

 Next, force lower part of casing over wheel flange and raise tire up at bot-
tom in order to bring beads out of well at top and to permit the casing to seat properly on 
the rim. (This is important, otherwise the tube may be pinched and ruined.)

 Apply valve stem nut and inflate tube just enough to round out casing. 
CAREFULLY EXAMINE CASING TO MAKE SURE IT IS CENTRALIZED ON 
WHEEL AND THAT THE SPACE BETWEEN THE RAISED LINE ON THE CASING 
AND WHEEL RIM IS UNIFORM ALL THE WAY AROUND. (Failure to do this may 
result in the tire being mounted eccentrically, causing a bumpy ride and front end instabil-
ity.) Inflate tire to 28 lbs. for average driving and 36 lbs. for high speeds.

D.S.2081
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October 31, 1932

RE: -- TERRAPLANE CARBURETOR HEAT CONTROL
_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 

 With the approach of the winter season it is imperative that the heat control 
valve on the Essex Terraplane be set in the "WINTER" position in order to obtain quick 
warm-up, maximum fuel economy, power and top speed.

 It is advisable for you to call all your owners in to have this operation 
performed. Since it is a very simple operation, requiring only the loosening of two nuts, 
the turning of the valve and the tightening of the nuts, you can easily offer this service 
gratis and take advantage of the opportunity to prepare the cars for winter driving while 
they are in your service station. By using this gratis service as an approach, you can un-
doubtedly, by proper selling, increase your business on anti-freeze, winter lubricant, en-
gine tune-up, et cetera.

 We also recommend that you make a record of all cars which are brought 
to you to have the heat control valve set in the "WINTER" position so that you can in the 
spring again call these cars in to have them reset for summer driving at which time you 
will also have an opportunity to go over the cars and prepare them for the summer sea-
son.

 It is now time to take care of this operation which will insure satisfactory 
performance in addition to giving you an opportunity to obtain the profitable winter 
servicing items.

_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

D.S.2082



ESSEX TERRAPLANE
HEAT CONTROL

 The heat control valve in the exhaust manifold should be set in the "WINTER" position as 
shown in the sketch for all driving conditions except torrid weather.

 If the engine seems to lag in warm weather when the throttle is depressed rapidly, it is an 
indication of excess heating of the intake manifold and the heat control valve should be reset. This is ac-
complished by loosening the two nuts shown in the sketch and turning the valve clockwise. The nuts 
should then be tightened securely.

 The position of the valve indicated by dotted lines is proper for the highest temperatures 
encountered in most localities. Only in case of temperatures exceeding 100° F. is it advisable to turn the 
valve to the "SUMMER" position.

Encl.with
D.S.2082
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December 5, 1932

RE: -- SELECTION OP ANTI-FREEZE SOLUTIONS FOR ENGINES 
 EQUIPPED WITH ALUMINUM CYLINDER HEADS

 The use of any solution which contains alkali or salts in 
the cooling systems of engines equipped with aluminum cylinder heads 
will cause a corrosive action and eventually require replacement of the 
aluminum parts.

 The use of Alcohol, Radiator Glycerine or Ethylene Gly-
col base anti-freeze solutions will give satisfactory protection against 
freezing without any corrosive action, as samples of these obtained from 
reputable sources have been found free of corrosive agents.

D.S.2083
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Re: - ESSEX TERRAPLANE -- COLD WEATHER STARTING

 If the engine is cold pull the choke knob out as far as possible, turn the ignition 
switch key to the right, DEPRESS THE ACCELERATOR PEDAL AT LEAST HALF WAY 
and pull the starter knob out. When the engine "fires" push the choke knob in immediately at 
least 1/4" or more if necessary to keep the engine running smoothly. Release the accelerator 
pedal when the engine starts to prevent the engine from racing.

 If the throttle is not opened sufficiently, the engine will fire but will probably 
die before the choke can be adjusted for smooth running. The exact amount of throttle open-
ing is not important except to assure sufficient mixture reaching the cylinders for starting.

If the engine will not start readily by following the above instructions, perform the complete 
 tune-up operation as covered in the Carter Carburetor Service Bulletin 243-S or 
in the Terraplane Instruction Book. In addition, check the choke valve to be sure it is closing 
completely when the control knob is pulled out and that the hinged half of the choke valve is 
locked in position so that it cannot be opened by engine suction.

D.S.2084


