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My invention relates to improvements in
rear signal lights for automobiles. . More
specifically, it relates to an improved com-
bination tail lamp and danger signal, i. e.,
a lamp structure having a red light or other
distinctively colored light constantly vis-
ible from the rear of the vehicle, and a sec-
ond lamp which is illuminated intermit-
tently to indicate a change of speed, such as
a slowing down or stopping of the machine.

One of the objects of the invention is to
provide a simple, compact, and ornamental
lamp structure of this character. Another
object is to provide a lamp structure having
three transiucent panels, one of which may
be illuminated for a long interval of time,

serving as a tail light, another of which may

be illuminated when the car slows down or

" stops, thus constituting a warning signal,
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and the third of which has an ornamental
design or other insignia thereon, such as
the name or trade-mark of the automobile
manufacturer, the name of a city, the in-
itial or monogram of the owner, or the desig-
nating symbol of some club or other organi-
zation, to%ether ‘with means for illuminat-
_ing said third panel. An additional object
is to provide such a combination lamp with
an additional side or bottom transparent
panel for illuminating the license plate. A
further object is to combine such a lamp
structure with the license plate support, thus
providing a - complete unitary- structure
which may be conveniently mounted on or
near the rear of the car as a single instal--

. lation.
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In the accompanying drawings, I have il-
lustrated one embodiment of the invention.

Figure 1 is an elevation of the device;.

Fig. 2 is a similar elevation with the cover
removed ; )

Fig. 8 is an enlarged bottom view;

Fig. 4 is a section on the line 4—4 of
Fig. 2; '

‘Fig. b
1; and |

Fig. 6 is a circuit diagram. _

The body of the structure or casing is

is a section on the line 5—5 of Fig.

 made, preferably, from a single circular
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sheet of metal 1, drawn to cup-shaped form
with side flanges 2. In the receptacle thus
formed a partition 3 is located, said parti-
tion being preferably spot welded at its ends
to the side walls 2. A series of supporting
lugs 4 are formed in said side walls, by cut-

" is made, preferably, of glass.

1923. Serial No. 629,765.

“ting the metal to. form a tongue and bend-

ing said tongues inwardly, as shown in Figs.
2 and 4. Similar tongues are formed on the
partition 3. A sheet metal post 5 is spot-
welded to the rear wall of the casing.
cover 6 completes the inclosure, being a
snug fit and held in place by screws 7 or
other suitable fastening means. The inside
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of the chambers may be painted with lumi- -

nous paint, if desired. The glass panels 8
and 9 are clamped between said..cover and
the supporting lugs 4. The glass panel 9 is
also supported and positioned by the post
5. One of said panels covers the upper cham-
ber in Fig. 2, and the other covers the
upper part of the lower chamber. ‘
he cover has three openings therein, as
shown in Fig. 1, exposing to view -glass
panels 8 and 9, and also a lens 10. Said
lens has a flange. beneath said cover rest-
ing on the post 5 and.the two lower lugs 4.
Incandescent lamps 11 and 12 are mounted
in the back wall of the structure. The lamp
in the upper compartment is, preferably, a
21 candle power lamp, and the lamp in the

lower compartment a 2 candle power lamp.
The lamps are mounted by striking up a

collar 13 in the rear wall of the structure,
through which the lamp base 14.passes and
is soldered thereto. At one end of the base
an attachment plug 15 may be inserted.
Conductors. 16 lead from said plug to the:
battery. The lamp structure is supported
on a suitable bracket 17, which may be rivet-
ed to the rear wall thereof and bent around,
as shown in Fig. 5, to receive a transverse
bar 18, to which it is secured in any suitable
manner, such as by spot welding, for ex-

license plate 19 in position beneath the lamp
structure.
cense plate a transparent panel 20 is mount-
ed in the bottom of the lamp housihg an
The circuit diagram 1n Fig. 6 illustrates
one manner of controlling the lamp circuits.
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ample. This transverse bar supports the
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In order to illuminate, said Ii- -
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The three transparent panels 8, 9, and 10 '

are shown diagrammatically in this figure,
with incandescent lamps behind panels 8
and 10. These lamps are connected with
the battery 21 and are in parallel with each
other. The tail lamp has a switch 22 in
series therewith, whereby it may be manu-
ally controlled, and the warning light has a
switch 23 in series therewith operated b=
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- the brake pedal 24, or some other part which
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an

~ sembled relation to said casing.

is moved when the car is slowed down or
brought to a stop in a manner well under-
stood in the art. )

" With the arrangement provided. it will be
seen that the tail light and the ornamental
panel 9 are illuminated whenever the cir-
cuit of the switch 22 is closed, which wonld
be in the night time or such other periods of

time as would necessitate lighting of the tail’

light.

The glass panel comprising the name plate
panel is, in the embodiment shown, a strip
of plain, clear glass, with a decalcomania
transfer on the inside surface, and there-
after covered with a coat of clear, hard, var-
nish- or with another sheet of glass to pre-
vent blistering from the heat of the incan-
descent lamp. The emblem or name may be
in colors. These name plate panels are
readily removable, so that the customer may
be supplied with any particular emblem or
name which he may wish to insert in place
of the panel which is in the lamp when he
buys it, and all of the name plate panels
‘being the same size they are readily inter-
changeable. .. :

One or both lights may be made to show
from the front, if desired, simply by pro-
viding one or more opénings in the back
partition of each chamber and equipping
said openings with suitable lenses.  This is
desirable in case the structure is mounted on
the fender, as it enables the driver to de-
termine whether the lights are operating
Eroperly, as diclosed more fully in my prior

atent 1,346,567, issued July 19, 1920. The
device would also serve as a parking light
in such case. ; R

It is further evident that this signaling
device may be-used on street cars or other
vehicles. Various other uses and modifica-
tions will readily suggest themselves to those

skilled in the art; therefore, I do not wish.

to limit myself to the embodiment of the
invention disclosed herein, except as neces-
sitated by certain of the appended claims.

I claim :—

1. A vehicle signal lamp comprising a cas-
ing, a partition dividing said casing into two
compartments, a lamp in ene of said com-

partments coacting therewith to constitute a

tail light, a lamp in the other compartment
actuable to indicate change in velocity of a
vehicle, said second lamp -coacting with its
compartment to constitute a stop light, a
translucent lens and an indicia-bearing trans-
lucent panel over said tail light compart-
ment, a translucent warning lens over said
stop light compartment and a cover for said
casing securing said lenses and' panel in as-

2. A vehicle signal lamp comprising a cas-

-ing, a partition dividing said casing into two

compartments, a lamp in one of said com-

1,629,281

partments coacting therewith to constitute a
tail light, a lamp in the other compartment
actuable to indicate change in-velocity of a
vehicle, said second lamp coacting with its
compartment -to constitute a stop light, a
translucent lens and a separately removable
indicia-bearing translucent panel over said
tail light compartment, a translucent warn-
ing lens over said stop light compartment
and a removable cover for said casing. se-
curing said lenses and panel in assembled

relation to said casing.

3. A vehicle signal lamp comprising a cas-
ing, a partition dividing said casing into two
compartments, a lamp in one of said com-
partments coacting therewith to constitute a
tail light, a lamp in the other compartment
actuable to’indicate change in velocity of a
vehicle, said second lamp coacting with its
compartment to constitute a stop light, a
translucent lens and an . indicia-bearing
translucent panel over said tail light com-
partment, a translucent warning Iens over

.said stop light compartment, a cover for said

casing securing said lenses and ‘panel in as-
sembled relation to said casing, and means
to support and position said lenses and panel
relative to said cover and casing. :
4. A vehicle signal lamp comprising a cas-
ing, a cover therefor, a partition separatin
sald compartment into two chambers, saig

-cover being  provided with two apertures’

overlying one of said compartments, a_tail
lamp in said latter compartment capable of
constant illumination, a signal lens under-
lying one of said two apertures and an
indicia-bearing translucent panel underlying
the other of said apertures, said cover being
provided with a third aperture overlying

.the other of said compartments, a lamp in
said “last named compartment capable of.

temporary illumination and a warning lens

-underlying said third aperture. ‘
5. A vehicle signal lamp comprising a cas-

ing, a removable cover therefor, a partition
separating said compartment into two cham-
bers, said cover being provided with two ap-
ertures overlying one of said compartments,
a tail lamp in said latter compartment
capable of constant illumination, a signal
lens underlying one of said two apertures
and an indicia-bearing translucent panel
underlying the other of said apertures, said
cover being provided with a third aperture
overlying the other of said compartments, a
lamp in said -last named compartment
capable of temporary illumination and a
warning lens underlying said third aperture,
said lenses and panel being removable when
said cover is removed from said casing and
being positioned against removal by said
cover when the latter is in assembled relation
to said casing. A ,

6. A vehicle signal lamp comprising a cas-
ing, a cover therefor, a partition separating
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said compartment into two-chambers, said

cover belng provided with two apertures
overlying one of said compartments, a tail
lamp in said compartment capable of con-
5 stant illumination, a signal lens underlying
one of said two apertures and an indicia

bearing removable translucent panel under-

lying the other of said apertures, said cover
being provided with a third aperture over-
lying the other of the said compartments, a
lamp in . said last named compartment
capable of temporary illumination and a
warning lens underlying said third aperture.

7. A vehicle signal lamp comprising a cas-
16 ing and cover therefor, a partition separat-
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ing said casing into two compartments, &
lamp in each of said compartments,. said
cover being provided with an aperture over-
lying one of said compartments and two ap-
ertures overlying the other of said compart--
ments, a warning lens underlying said first
aperture, a signal lens and a translucent
indicia bearing panel underlying said other -
apertures, said casing and partition being
pro?ded with angularly .disposed support- 26
ing lugs. : :

n t%stimony whereof, I have subscribed
my name. o
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PAUL A. STOVER.



